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E great and gloriqus head of the chriffian church * 


being deſtitute f guile, and full of benevalenee, 

having no occaſion, nor any diſpoſition, te deceive his 
followers, was ever careful to give them juſt information 
of The evils and difficulcies, they miglle beer p dd to 
meet with in this warld; in conſequence of thier attach- 
ment to him, and his koly religion. The apoſtles of 
Jeſus Chriſt, inflamed by the ſame ſpirit which reigned 
in the heart of their divine maſter, did from time xo time, 
give the ſame inſtruction to chriſtians, in th Epiſtles, 
as they had before received from Chriſtę nee rning the 
oppoſition they might expect to meet With, from the 
corruptions and wicked paſſions that ſnehd prevail a- 
mong men deſtitute of godlineſs. Thoſe wittings of che 
new-teſtament, which were pened the lateſt, or the great- 
eſt diſtance from Chefs time, are more full and ex- 
preſs in this kind of information, This 2d Epiſtle to 
Timothy, was wrote in the year of Chriſt, 66 : at which 
time many of thoſe hereſies began to make their appear- 
ance, that have fince deſturbed the chriſtian church. 
Many ptofeſſors turning apoſtates, kad introduced, the 
moſt pernicious errors, and abominable practices, among 
ehriſtians. Theſe things were ſeen and known by the 
ſacred writers, and they were, by the divine ſpirit, led 
into the knowledge of what was then future, concer 
ing the troubles that ſhould await chriſtians ; how 
goſpel of, truth houſe be perverted, and what N 
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_— "the vie of mens deſtitute 1005 end ſhouts bring 
WW” . pon the Hithful ſervants of Chriſt, Paul; in this E 
* File, an Feſpecially in this 3 chap. forewarns Timothy 
f thefe qſings 1 that he might neither be diſcouraged 


nor antes, when he law them making. their aps 


pcarante;- lui 
i dit brows alfh, ut, in the at das e | 
ml ſhall come. pre 
By the laſt days, is ſome timel meant the whole of the fer 
zoſpel diſpenſation, from Chriff to the end of the world me 

ö > thi is the Taft diſpenſation of grace, Perhaps mom a b 
sere, by this phraſe as uſed in the new-teſtament, affe 

ay be ock; : that period of Fe church, which (1: 

bid c commence towards Fe cloſe of this diſſ penſation: ver 

_ When the oppoſition to chriſtianity, ſhould become the Wl liv 

| oft virulent; ſatan and his followers, Knowin < hu! 
fall then ave but a ſhort ſeaſon, may be fille to 
ncreaſed wrath and malice. The laſt days may therefork the 
Fre: be refer to thoſe times in which Timothy was td goc 
ve: d eſpecially to thoſe, that flould | be after WM wh 

his decea when wickedneſs ſhoiuld have u greatet WM the 

.. Perllois times ſhall rome; iii the pfiginal Bari ou: 

E 7 times, in 120 chriſtiahis {hall he hard! beſet Wl def 
on every ſide, they ſhall hot know whick way to thro ; vo 
what colirſe to take; how to avoid; perſec ien bn the Wl der 
done hand, ot the contagiori of corruptioh; on the other! Neve 
the methods men ſhall take, to practice iniquity; ſhall if me 
De fo ſubtle and fallacious, that if it wWefe poſſible; they ¶ cul 
8 mall deceive the very elect— Thus the Apoſtle fore: Wl and 
- warns the eyaigeliſts of what he might ex & mould t i: 

| are 


e take place z and then in the 224 4 verſes; 

Þives the feaſon, or ſhew's what might be the cavſe of 

I Hoſt Pefilous times. For (ſays he) men fhall be levers if ll og 

* toi rw be, Pw; boaters road, Rn Oy =” 
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fection, Rae breakers, falſe accuſers, no” fierce, ® | 


| deſpiſers of #hoſe that are good, traitors, bead | 
ed, lovers of pleaſures more than lovers of G 55 having 4 


{urn away, „ . 


rofeſſors of the holy religion of Jeſus Chriſt; having a 


Form of godlineſs FE up themſelves to the govern- 


a black and hateſil catalogue, of wicked paſſions, and 
affections, is here ſer to our view, by this ihſpired apo- 
ſtle, as what ſhould poſſeſs the hearts of men, and go- 
yern them ; and who would not eſteem it dafigerous, to 
live with men; thus ſet looſe from all laws, and reftraints, 
human and divine ? who can read this character, given 
to men by the holy Ghoſt himſelf, and yet doubr whe- 
ther yen are depraved, more inclined to evil than to 
good or who gan read thls character, and yet doubt 
whether men are wholly depraved, entirely deſtitute (in 
themſelves daturally) of every holy affect ions, afid virtu- 
dus inclihation ? who cat} form a character, abſokutely 
deſtiryte of holineſs, if this is not? or who can give a 
worſe character of men, than is here given, if we conſi- 
der the temper of their minds, eithef in regard to the 
ever bleſſed Jettovan, or in reference to their fellow 
men ? you will obſerve, this is riot ſpoken of one parti-" 
cular perſon, of a few individuals, but men, fhall be fo, 
and fo; it ſhall be the character of men, of multitudes ; _ 
It is ſpoken of, as the general character, of thoſe who 
are deſtitute of the ſaving knowledge of the truth. Lou 
will obferve alſo, that the firſt vice in this dark cata- 
Jogue, is that of ſelfiſhneſs ; as in the words of the text. 
for men ſhall be levers of their own ſelves, © a $4 
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Perilous times indeed, When men, even thoſe, ho are 


ment of ſuch vile luſts, paſſions, and affections- What 
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This bead me to attend more particularly to thek 
words choſen for the ſubject of of Nees contempla. 
tion, and future improvement. r men to be lover 
of their own ſelves 1s evidently mentioned here by the 
boly Ghoſt a8 a great crime — Mr. Pool in his critieal . 
marks on this text, (ſays,) © this vice is ſet down firlh 
as being the ſource or fountain, from whence the other 
that are afterwards mentioned, do flow, as ſtreams from 
their natural head.” This is one part, an eſſential part, 
of that character, which when found in men, chriffam 


. 


are cominanded to turn away from them, as hateful and il ſer 
dangerous : from ſuch turn away mz 
It is not common for mankind to conſider the — a v1 

tir own ſelves as any evil: ſelfiſhneſs in others, when der 
oppoſed to our own ſelfiſhneſs, when exerting it fell, im A 
oppoſition to ſome beloved purſuit of ours; is then gd 
viewed by us as evil, and generally cried down as a ve 2! 

ry mean and contracted a ection. ed 
That favorable opinion, that many ſeem to entertain} feat 

of ſelf-love as a very innocent, and ſame as a very vir. affe 
tuous or holy exerciſe of the rational ſoul ; muſt ariti i der 
either from a miſunderſtanding of the phraſe, or fronfW's <! 
wrong conceptions of holinds. It muſt be acknos Lise 
ledged, by all who read the words of our text, and wi Ve 
obſerve their connection; that the inſpired Apoltle who 
condemns men for this, that they be lovers of their oi tb 
ſelves : this is placed foremoſt, in a catalogue of thay" tl 
moſt hateful and pernicious vices, ever found among pk 
men. The fame affection is condemned by our Sau 1 
t 


our, where he ſays, For if ye love them which love * 
what thanks have ye ? for finners alſo love thoſe that l 
them. And if ye do'good to them which do good to yi 
| that thanks have ye ? for ſinners alſo do even the Jon 


| _ if ye lend to en e ee 
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thanks have ye 7 fe ſmers ou lend to flmners "ti yecerot 
as much again. Luke 6. 32, 33, 34. 

It may be profitable then, for us to attend to theſe 
words by conſidering. © a  - 
1. What is implied in mens loving their own felves. 

II. By ſhewing the evil of a ſelfiſh affection. | 

I. Then what is implied in mens loving their own 
ſelves. * 5 7 
Here it may not be improper, or unneceſſary, to ob- 

18 ſerve ſeveral things, concerning love, in general, as theſe 
may tend to lead the mind to a right underſtanding of 

(WY what is implied in that love of our own-ſelves, con- 

1 demned in the text; and may alſo point out that love, 
which is virtuous or holy 7 / 4 

I. It may be obſerved : That God has implanted cer. 
tain affections in the human ſoul, by which it is govern» 
ed in all its exerciſes : As love, and hatred, hope, and 
fear, joy, and ſorrow, &c. Love is the chief of thoſe 
affections; and from this all the reſt may proceed, un- 
der various and different circumſtances—This affeftion 
is eſſential to the exiſtence of a rational ſpirit : all intel- 
ligents good and evil, are poſſeſſed of ſome kind of love; 
we can't conceive of an intelligent being, a moral agent, 
wholly deſtitute of this affection. Love in general, 
is that pleaſure and delight that rational beings have 
in the view, and knowledge, of certain objects, or thiar 
per the ſoul has, towards objects, by which the 

eart is united to them, We love rational beings, ' 


when we wiſh them well, and have a conſequent plea- 
lure, in ſeeing their proſperity and happines. We loye 
ourſelves, w we — pleaſure in our own priyate . | 
happineſs, without any regard to others. Love and | 
averſion, are the great ſprings of action, in moral a- = | 
i 1 
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ter, and hatred that leads us o avoid objects. Hop 


ters: every rational being doth love ſomething ſupreme 


"mote and accompliſh the ſame thing; and this variety 


or the other will and muſt prevail; ſo that the foul ba, 
prevailing affection, which leads on to action, and wing 
* 8 ee 
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that we love, or hate: K that leads us to ſeck 
and fear, are often mentioned, as the ſprings” of actiaſ . 
in creatures; and theſe may be the — 8y'5 ſpring 

of moſt of thoſe. exertions, that creatures put foi; but 
then it ſhould, be conſidered, that we hope for pothi 
which we do not love, nor do we fear any thing, buy 
what we have an averſion-to ; ſo that Jove and averſion 
gives riſe to hope and fear, e 
II. The heart of an intelligent being, or this affeCtiog 
called love, hath always ſome object on which it cen or 


ly, or better than every thing beſide, It is true indecd, 


that perſons may Joye a variety of obje&ts, which are le 


the ſame nature, and kind; and which all tend to pro ur 


is loved in the view and expectation its being calcu Det 
Jared to promote that end, which the mind, has ulti 
mately in view, 7 5 
Objects that oppoſe and contradict each other, can the 
be loved by the tame mind, at one and the ſame time 
unleſs the mind have two different and oppoſite prison 
ciples at the ſame time, which may be the caſe with thin 
godly in this life; who are renewed in the ſpirit of the ¶ con 
minds, and yet have remains of an oppoſite principle ii 
them; even that of ſin, Then, as the Apoſtle doth bre 
exprels it, there may be two different Jaws which mai 
war- againſt each other; Rom. 7. 23. 
When this is the ſtate of a perſon, as it may be, and 


- often is the ſtate of God's children in this world, 50 


theſe two oppoling laws cannot have equal force; onna, 


not left in a ftate of indifference, but always Rath 
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r ſome creature is Joyed | UPram: 
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III. e thi og is, 3 * 
vpreinely, we may be faid to love — and that only: 
or every ching elſe will be fabordinated hereunto, ang 
Joved only with reference to the ſypreme objeft, 

This is agreable to the conceptions of mankind, ty 
ommon language, and to ſcripture repreſengation, 
fay that ſuch a perſon is a man of ſure, becauſe we 
ſee him ſacrifice his intereſt, and reputation, to enjoy hig 
pleaſures ; - he ſhows to the world, that the Joye of pled- 


jure, is the governing affection in his ſoul; to which & 


very thing elſe is ſubordinated, * Thus we ſpeak of £0: 
vetous, and ambitious perſons. In the ſame manner, do 
the ſcriptures point out che different charactefs of nene 
ome are called lovers of plealure, others ary x hc 
hers proud z Others are ſaid to be lovers of their g 
ſelves, this phraſe, being comprehenſive of all thoſe 
ſonal and ſelfiſn vices which govern the ſouls of ihlanc- ; 
cited men: others again are id to loye God. We ate 
ommanded to Jove Bod, and are forbidden to loye the 
world. That is, we are &quireg to ſet aur hearts, ſu- 
premely on God; and are forbidden to ſet them ſupreme® 
Jy on the world—The reaſon is given by our Sayiour, 
Mar. 6. 24. No man can ſerve two maſters : far eit her be 
will hate the one, and love the other; or elſe he will hold to 
the one, and deſpiſe the other. 2 cannot ſerus G, and 
nammon. Agreable to which is that Mat. 12. $0.” He 
Idas is not with me, is againſt me: and he Jet Sauren 
42 with me, feattererh abr. 
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ny further than they can ſee, or conceive themſelves 
de ſome way profited by it. The ſelfiſh perſon, dai 
- - Conſider, and improve, all other beings, and things, 


Theſe are the perſons, who with propriety, are ſtile 


Ox intereſt, as inſeperably connected, with the * 


ſubordinate to his own private perſonal happineſs ; thi 
is firſt, and uppermoſt, in all his actions and purſuit 


lovers of their own ſelves, Should it r to 20% int 
that this is carrying the matter if not beyond ſtrift truth w! 
yet too far to conviction to ſuch minds, as di 


under the influence of that temper which is ſo muchce 


demned. The molt ſelfiſh perſons feel an affection ſu co 
their friends; and many times an affection for tei lo 
country, which leads them to do many things for in 


publick good, that may be at preſent greatly detrimei 
al to their own intereſt. But it may be obſerved, T 


13 no propriety in ſaying we love others, if our love wil fi: 
them, ariſeth only from an expectation that they wil in 
ſerve our intereſt—This is ſtill but a ſelfiſh affection WM in 

We regard others in ſuch caſe, only as inſtrumental ol of 
dur own: good. Thus we may love our families, an te 
near friends; from a conſideration that they will he ſu 

- Friendly to us, and aſſiſt us in promoting our own pri d 
vate perſonal happineſs. The ſame —— er.. 
tend to the community to which we belong, viewing our is 

lt 
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of the community: we ſhall in ſuch 
pere tothe whole pagls 


ick body; becauſe our own 
proſperity depends upon it. All this may be conſiſt- 


thus love his country, when at the ſame time, could he 
ſee his honor, wealth, and pleaſure; ſecured to him an- 
other way, and his intereſt greatly advanced, by the deſ- 
truction of his country: he would from the very ſame 
principle, wiſn his country enſiaved and deſtroyed. - Ex- 
amples of this kind of patriotiſm, are not hard to be 
found, in days like the preſent. A truely benevolent re- 
gard for my country, will lead me to wiſh, that it may 
enjoy liberty, peace, and proſperity j however it may fare 
with me. In this publick affection for my country, I 


intereſt, as being very ſmall, xd of little importance, 
when ſet in oppoſition to the whole. By this, publick 
diſintereſted affection ; I ſhall be led to act with my own 
intereſt, juſt as che publick would do. When it be- 
comes neceſſary for the publick good, that I ſhould 
looſe my intereſt, I ſhall be willing to looſe it. If rag- 
ing fire threatens the deſtruction of the town, or city, 
where I live; and the deſtruction of my own houſe;-1s 
the only means, of ſetting bouads to the devouring 
flames; I ſhall willingly ſee it torn down, and all in ru- 
ins, that others may be preſerved. - Thus men judge 
in ſuch caſes : this is agreable to reaſon; that the-good 
of the whole, is of more importance than the private in- 
tereſt of individuals. But the perſon. that loves himſelf 
ſupremely, had rather ſez allthe town, country, & world, - 
deſtroyed, than his own private inter t. This, is che 
natural influence of ſelfiſhnefs : however it may be, and 
is, in a great variety of ways, reſtrained in the preſent 
ſtate: and men are kept back from n | 
e ; hearts. 
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circumſtances, wiſh - 


ent, with the moſt contracted affe ion." A perſon may, k 


ſhall regard myſelf only as one individual and my. own 


- 1 


3 © (4) 
Feat Wien opporturity preſents, ard reſtraints f 
taken off, we may in numherſeſ inſtances, fee this Prins 
 Eiple appear in its own native baſenelſs, ans then; it wi 
appear to be n wan n oth not co 
elde K 6m i 0 8 
It is evidently the debian of the Aces, to 
büt to us mens characters, by ſnewing us where che 
| hearts; or affection center, © Chriſt ſays, whtre your treu ov: 
fue is iber toill hour heaps be alſo. Love to God is Met 
forth; as à fure criterion, of a godly perſon, Love tu 
the world is ſpoken of as Ven th mark of an und 
godly perſon, 1f any man love the world : the love of he: 
 » Father i hot in him. Again, If any man love not the Lard 
Feſus Chrift; lat hint be a an athema. maranatha. Love, in 
all-ctieſe places; is evidently uſed; to point out the govd 
Efning affection of the ſuul: to bew un where the heart Hie 
is ed; otf what object it is ſupremely placed, So, the Ini. 

Apoſtle nts to us, perilous times; as coming on 

the world ; and then goes on to give the reaſon, by ſet: iure 

ting to our view, à catalogue of unruly, unreaſonable 
is, and vile affections as governing men: by regs 

Joe of theke being under the influence of which, they Nes 

Hobld bring diſorder, and miſery, into the world; ruin 

— deftructiong upot all in their power, who ſhould Won 

bppoſe them. Can any one ſuppoſe; when he begins in }ure 

this aner: For men ſpall be lovers of their own ſelves, Waite 

that he means any thing leſs then this, that men ſhould 

be under the tzovernment, and controul of Jefaneſ * ond 
that they ound love themſelves A * 

Thoſez into whoſe hearts God hath gina, to pics hem 
the light of the knowledge of the glory of Ced, in the face of 
Feu Cb: Thote who trom a view of the tranſendept 
N nen 9 of God, as he . 

him 7 
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emſeives and all their intereſts, as — 

ad fee] themſelves under inſinitely — obligations, 
indo be wholly devoted to him, his will, and glory, view 
hemſclves and all they poſſeſa, as — to God, 
d his intereſt 5, ſo, love themſclves, as God's 
res, at his diſpoſal ; ſuch — — be called 
vers of themſelves, with any propriety ; this is not the 
keſtinguiſhed- Criterion of thoir Maracter, their true cha- 
acter is this, they are lovers ef God. God is the great 
. od worthyvobject, on whick their hearts art ſet 4 in him 
heir affect ions center; his will aud Story: they purſue, 
s their chief, theif ultimate end: this is their erbe, 
eſs, in which then hearts are ſupremely gratified. Such 
zxerlons are indeed very happy. They enjoy exalted 
plraſure, ineffable delight. In having their hearts thus 
nited to God, and his intereſt, to his glotioua ſpiritual 
ingdom, and holy ſubjects. This is not a ſelſiſh plea- 
ure. This happineſs doth reſult from diſintereſted af. 
Rioti to God, and his- creatures 4 in which the heart 
nine ſuppoſe, is ſo united to them, as that; their 
eſs, becomes in ſome proper fenſe my/awn.' It is in 
he exerciſe of this affection that holy beings, enjoy 
ommunion with God, and taſte of thoſe rwers of plea« 
ures, that flow at his right hand. In the exerciſe of this 
iffection, chriſtians become ong with Chriſt; as he, and 
he father, are one. Agreable to that unſpeakably, bes 
ievolent petition. of our Saviour, recorded in the 2 
hap. of John, at the 21 ver. That they all may de 
vs thou: father, art iu me, aud I in thet y that they) alſa mW 
be one in us : that:the «world; may believethat thou baſh ſens) 
This prayer will one day meet with a glorious an- 
-_ in all God's children. From theſe oblervations,: 
will appear, that. the excrciſe of. love, in intelligents 


beings, 
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and importance of thoſe objects, on which their — 
the 2d head : vis. 


 feribed above, is inconſiſtent with that love, which; crea 


| kingdom the glory, and intereſt, of which, it muſt be 


to be mare particular. 

Al, For men to love theirown ſelves, and ſer up cher 
own" intereſt as the ſupreme Nance. directly boy 
fed to the law, and vs God; as well as to the gob 


nal right, to order and direct all things, to diſpoſe 


8 7. | 
bent, racy Won rate 


to the n 


ſupremely placed. Which thought, leads wen 


Y 


"I To thewnhe evil of #@l6th afeftion, — » 
It muſt appear, abundantly evident to any attentin 
wind who-reads the ſcriptures, that, tor any creature 


de governed by ſuch a contracted affection as that dy 


tures owe to the EVER BLESSED GOD and wil 
that kind affection they owe to their fellow creatures 
God, and all his intelligent creatures, are but one, g 


the duty of all to purſue ! the intereſt of individuals, x 
no further to be ſought, than as it may conſpire to p 

mote the general good of the whole : in this way thi 
good of individuals is ſecured in the beſt manner. Buy 


R of Jeſus Chriſt. The divine law, requires men 9 
ve God, with all the heart, mind, ſoul, and ſtrength; 
that the foul, with all its powers, and faculties be de- 
voted to God. This is the fir and great command 
This, in its own nature, is perfectly reaſonable, God 
is a Being infinitely great, in whom all ion is ori 
Finally and eternally ſeated: the ſum and comprehenſi 
on ot being, of all bleſſedneſs: full of glory, full of beau. 
the Creator and Lord, the original and ſole A* 
tor, of all worlds and creatures: ſeated at the 
univerſal government, he muſt have indiſputable, 77 
0 
things, agreable to his own will, So, it is m—_ 
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hearts, and be entigely. di 
in all things, end in by 
powers to advance 'hiis glory. 
creatures ſhould rejoice in-God's being, en in 
his infinite, unchangable bleſſedneſs, in his unlimited, 
ſovereign 5 over — all— But, for any * 
— as the ſupreme good, and regard its 
own — as the great end of its being, is the moſt 
unreaſonable affection, the moſt unſeemly conduct to be 
found in the univerſe, This, is a direct violation of the 
reat law, in God's moral kingdom, a moſt dar- 
** againſt the great IEHOVAH. This 
yan God, is not ſubjef? to bis law, 
neither indeed When ever God doth require the 
obedience of crearpre, the creature will firſt con- 
ſider, whether its own intereſt, honor, or perſonal plea- 
ſure, can be promoted by a compliance z if not, it will 
contemn God's authority, and refuſe obedience. This 
ſelfiſh affection, begets a ſtupid inſenſibility of obligati- 
on to God: it deifies the creature, and is the original of 
all idolatry, By ſuch conduct we practically ſay, that 
God, is a Being, leſs worthy of . than ourſelves ; 
we are of more importance, and our own intereſt, is of 
more worth, than God, and his glory. If there is any 
evil, any ſin, any thing that is unſeemly, and tends'to 
introduce, univerſal d diſorder, diſcord, and ruin, into the 
ſyſtem of rational beings, it may be found in this mean 
and baſe affection - Steking his own honor, and exaltas 
— at the l of God's glory, was the ſin of the 
2 ; fee 1 Tim. 3. 6. Our firſtiparents, 
God, 225 glory and happineſs, by deſiring to 
— God's independant beings; wp. up them. 
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nifeſts the 8 
tion. Such a cemper, directly oppoſeth the goſpel 


that ſent him: he came to do his fathers Will, 


Tho! he was rich he became poor, that his enemies 


ment of God, We are required to follow bis hoh, 


tort and creatue enjoyment, WE cannot be his diſciples 


£ 
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God, felt into bimſelf, ſought; and loved kinwfelk, 
2 


and loving God. This diſpoſition, 
amazing pride, and ſhameful 


I felfexal 


Jeſus Chriſt,” The goſpelylays open to our view ap 
for the redemption of ſinners of mankind, in which i 
good will, the diſintereſted benevolence of God, ar 
Chriſt, is expreſſed, in the moſt wonderful and aſton 
ing manner, to enemies, to ill, deſerving, hell-deſervir 
creatures; who, had not only forteited all good, but juf 
ly merited eternal damnation, at the hand of Gol 
Chriſt in undertaking, and in proſecuting this allen 
work, fought not his own glory but the go 


112 


his meat, and drink, and when he bad; 
ther on earth, he, had then finiſned | 
God had given him todo, Chriſt was meek, and o 
ly, in heart; he humbled himſelf infinitely low, was ful 


of ſelfden1al ; he manifeſted the moſt diſintereſted regui . 


to God's glory, and the good of his mortal enemies ** 


through his poverty might become rich ; he, diveſt 
himſelf of honor, and glory, became mean, appeared i 
the form of a ſervant, ſuffered ſhame, abuſe, inſult, au 
even death, from, and for, his enemies; that they might 
become unſpeakably bleſſed, in the everlaſting enjoys cip 


humble, ſelfdenying example, Rom, 15. 1, 2, 3, 3 Johh 
„ 56, 17, +8, He has informed us, that if his fpiriyggh n. 

not in us, we are none of his: and except we art, * 
when called, ready to deny ourſelves every worldly com. 1 


Luke 14. 33. And 18 #hap. 29, 30, verſes, . Thus e. 
gident is it, that the goſpel requires us, to love Chih 
e * i _aboV6 


31 > 
ove every thig in this world ; that we give up ovs 
earts, and all ouFinterefts, into his hands to be by him 
iſpoſed of as he ſees fit, in order to promote the inter. 
of his cen. Can any one even ſuppoſe, that all 
his is conſiſtent witk a ſelßiſh heart, bound up in the 
ove of itſelf, and en aged in the purſuit of nothing but 
ts own honor, wealth and pleaſure ? We are com- 
pagded to love our enemies, to be perfeth, even as pur father 
hich is in beaven is fett. Mat. 5. 43, to the end 
e ought to love, Nhat God loves, ang to hate, what 
e hates, to be likè him, But, God doth got love vg 
upremely, it would be the higheſt reproach, even blaſ- 
phemy, for us to ſuppoſe that God loves us, or any other 
reature ſupremeſy. If we, accordiog to our meaſure, loye 
od, his creatures, and ourſelves, in the ſame manner 
nd proportion as God doth, we ſhall be like him, and 
We as he doth require us to be. Let any one apply this, 
and he may ſce the evil ungodly nature of ſelfiſhneſs, * 
uch is the evil nature of this affection, that it doth 
ſtand jn direct oppoſition to the law and glory of God, 
and to the gpſpel of Jeſus Chriſt : it is enmity againkk 
od, and Chriſt, and will if continued in, exclyde the 
ſoul from all the joys of religion, and heaven, © Rl 
II. This affection ſtands oppoſed to the good of God's 
creatures in general. Under the influence of this prin- 
ciple, we ſhall naturally and neceſſarily become inimical 
to all other created beings z untels, they be diſpoſed to 
comply with our deſires, and devote themſelyes entixxly 
to our infereſt, As our hearts in this Cale regard nos 
thing but our own good, and let no value on any thingy 
but whar has in our view, ſome favorable aſpect on ours 
ſelves ſo, if all ocher creatures will join with us, {cr us 
up as ſupreme, and do all in their power to carry our 
deſigns into execution, we ſhall then regard them, as ouf 
6cvoicd Jerygnts and flaves 60h if they dg got, it * 


* be 


* 


our reſentment and hate. 


| and, as every individual, would negefarily oppoſe, e 


love thy neighbour, as thy ſelf. Do unto others, as ye would 
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ſet up any J mietet, in oppoſition 6s, it will | 


III. This temper of mind is oppoſed to the gool 
human ſociety. Was, this to have its own natural inf 
ence unreſtrained, it would at once diſſolve all ſocie 
break every band, and tye, by which publick bodies 
united ; and fet the world into a ſtate of univerſal d 
cord, and war. Every one would be ſeeking the d 
ſtruction of thoſe, who oppoſed his particular intereſt 


ry other perſons intereſt ; fo, every one would be ſeek 

ing the deſtruction of every other perfon in the worl 
fo far, as he knew him, and was acquainted with his dt 
figns. This, would be the dreadful unavoidable 
fect, of ſuch a diſpoſition—Selfiſhneſs, renders ts blind 
to the good, and well being, of others, and makes us in 
ſenſible of others, wants: the covetous perſon, hath nt 
feeling for others, though their diſtreſſes be great ; 
cries of the poor and needy can't enter his ears; nleh, 
by ſupplying their wants, he can fomehow ſerve his own 
turn, then he can hear, appear very pitirul, and ready 
to grant relief. How doth this principle contradid, 
thoſe benevolent injunctions of the goſpel ? b bal 


they ſhould do unto you. Let no man ſeek his own : but t- 
very man anothers wealth. It is, by an external conform- 
ity to theſe commands, that the peace of human ſociety, 
i, in any tolerable meaſure preſerved, where an hearty Wl ne 
compliance i is not found, Onee more, th 
IV. This temper of mind ſtands oppoſed to the good os 
and well being of our neareſt friends and relations. As re 
m 

in 

th 


. we love them, only out of love to ourſelves, ſo, when 


ever we conceive they will no longer ſubſerve our own 
deſigns, we looſe all our affection for them; and become 
as real, as great E enemies to them, as to * other * #3 


2 


—— — 


— 
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ſons: and often times el as our ſelfiſhneſs ig 
nore contradicted by them, and meets with a greater 
iſappointment in them, than in others on whom we had 

[x dependance to ſerve us. Thus when intereſts ſepe- | 
ate, we often find the neareſt relations become the moſt 
malicious, mortal enemies, and there are none ſo why 

o be dreaded, as thoſe of our own houſe—This cvil 
principle, not only faintly wiſhes, but in numberlcſs in- 
ſtances, Eagerly,.purſues' the deſtruction of thoſe W 
pppoſe it. Haman, to gratify the pride and ambition 
pf his little ſoul, ſought the deſtruction, not only of 4 
pious Mordecai, but that of all his friends, and relati- 
ons; even the whole Jewiſh nation—The Phariſees, of 
old, ſought, and finally procured the death of Chriſt, be- 
auſe he oppaſedand contradicted their ſelfrighteouſneſs in 
matters of religion, and called them hypocrites for thoſe 
very exerciſes, and ſervices, in which they placed their 
reputation for religion, and took their chief delight. 
Herod ſought, and procured, the death of John bap- 
tit, becauſe he oppoſed him in the gratification of his 
unlawtul pleaſures. The life of that holy man, was f 
no value in the view of Herod, when ſet in competition 
with his own pleaſure. So, the Apoſtles by oppoſing 
the idolatry of the Epheſians, brought on themſelves, 
the reſentment of Demetrius the ſilver ſmith, and of all 
his fellow craftsmen, who lived by the gain of their 
golden god. WON” | 

There never has been, in any paſt age of the world, 
neither is there in'this, inſtances wanting to juſtify all 
the obſervations above, reſpecting che natural and ne- 
ceſſary tendency of ſelfiſhneſs, when acted out without 
reſtraint, This principle has no regard for God, nor 
man, for righteouſneſs, nor mercy, It is ſwallowed up 
in, and reſpects nothing but private intereſt. Surely, 
this muſt be a very evil, pernicious, affection. Well 
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might the Apoſtle ſay perilous times all rome, hen 
knew that men ſhould become lovers of their on ſelyg 
nd be left to act out this temper in any conlideral 
F. © degree without much reſtraint. What has bre obſe 
en, if agreable to reaſon and the word of God, is ſuf 
e eo fhew the evil of aſelfiſh aon. 
But, ſome one may be ready to object to what 
peen offered, and ſay: The loye of our own ſelves iz] 
natural principle implantet by God, inthe hearts of al 
men, and-it is impoſſible they ſhould ever ceaſe to low 
ftthemſelves, and their own happineſs, until they ceaſe y 
The perſon who makes this obzection, will not be 
willing (I ſuppoſe) to admit, that'God.amplanted a pris 
ciple in human nature, the exerciſe AF ch his word 
repreſents as exceeding evil, and expresſiy forbids : or 
; that he hath implanted in our nature; principle, the e 
erciſe of which ſhould neceſſarily oppoſe, and contraditMca 
the two firſt, and fundamental laws of his moral kingdom in 
viz,” That we ſhould love Cod, with all our heart, mind, ſul ir 
Dang, And our "neighbour as ourſelves, And chat ar 
-  Jove of ourſelves, which is a ſubordinate exerciſe of ſup: 
preme love to God, and ot beneyolence to mankindin gen l. 
Fal, cannot, with propriety, be called ſelf love. Self not be 
Ing the firſt and chief, but, an inferior object, of this affect: v 
tion If by the objection is meant this, (and it dont h: 
appear that it can conſiſtently mean any thing elſe) tha hc 
i - - God has implanted in man a love for happineſs, which: 
| is effential to our nature, and that it is impoſſible ve h. 
Mould ever ceaſe to love happineſs, until we ceaſe to nc 
exiſt, * To this it may be fai. | "op 
The vhjeCtion (if it be one) when viewed in this light 
is no doubt true, Pleaſure is agreable, and pain dila- 
reable, to all animal exiſtences. Happinels is agrea: 
ple, and miſery difagreable, to all rational beings : whe- 
ther they be virtuous, or vicious, But all this will by 
v0 Obiection to what has been offered aboy e: 


_ 


1s 


Beeruſe happineſs is agreable, and miſery diſagreablez _ | \ 
o all rational beings z it will by no. means be a nece ſſa- AS 
conſequenee, that the happineſs of rational he&ings - 
muſt, or ought to be, a ſelfiſh happineſs. GOD loves 
bim/elf ſupremely, becauſe he is policfſed of all poſſible _ 
pertection, naturaꝶ and moral ; he is therefore deſerying 
of the higheſt poſſile regard. He loves eyery creature 

e has mae agreable to s real worth, and importance. 
If we were like God, in the temper of our minds, per- 
fe&ly conformed to him we ſhould love him ſupremely 
and ourſelves no mot than we ought to be loved, ſhould 
regard our private intereſt, no further, than as it might 
tend to promote the glory of God, and the Cade his 
creatufes in general. Infinite wiſdom, and infinite good- 
neſs, both, appear in the requiſitions of the divine law. 
For, in having an heart poſſeſſed of fuch a diſintereſted 
affection, as the law of requires, we are rendered 
capable of much greater, and more exalted happineſs, 
than we could poſſibly enjoy, in the exerciſe of a con- 
tracted ſelfiſhneſs ; even, could our ſelfiſhneſs be fully 
and forever gratifed, to the utmoſt of our deſires. IF 
poſſeſſing an holy diſintereſted affetion, which takes de- 
light in the good, and well being of others, we are led, 
to take pleaſure in ſeeiag others happy. In this way, 
we make the happineſs ot others, our own : hereby, our 
happineſs, becomes very extenſive and exalted, it hath 
ho bounds, nor limits, hut our own capacity. Agam 
n may be objected. If man when he fell from God, and 
wel his original rectitude, fell into this contraſted ſelfiſh». 
to dels, and men are all, naturally under the influence of 

this pringſple, and this hath naturally, ſuch a fatal in- 
ght fluence, ghd tends fo much to the deſtruction of God's 

Ora to the ruin of all peace and happineſs among 
men, then, why don't we fee more of this fatal evil? 


by 


AM , 


the peace of human ſociety, to the deſtruction of mil 
nMons, and millions, of mankind : and at ſome par. 


tute of reſtraints. There are great reſtraints laid on our 


paſſion, expoling them to the juſt reſentment of theit 
e 


to mankind. But notwithſtanding all theſe things, you 
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verſal confuſion, To this it may anſwered. Toi 
who, have their eyes open, there is enough of this d 
ful evil to be ſeen, tvery day, and in every place. Thi 
world is, and ever has been, in a'ſtate of confuſion. 1 
humanity, and unrighteouſneſs, war, and bloodſhed 
contempt of God, and the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, ha 

always prevailed, and doth now, greatly prevail. Lg 

any one look into ſacred, or profanehiſtory, and he ma 
be convinced, that this principle, hath reigned in al 

ages, and among all nations, to the great deſfruction q 


ticular periods, almoſt tothe entire exterpation of that ho 
ly religion, that God hath ſet up on earth. But theſe : 
vil effects, of this evil principle, have not prevailed tg 
that degree they might have done, had men been deſti 


ſelfiſhneſs in the preſent ſtate, Even ſelfiſhneſs, itſelf, i 
aà reſtraint to itſelf, For men have reaſon, and they knoy 
if they ſhould act out this paſſion without diſguiſe, and 
without any reſtraint, they could never accompliſh their 
own ends. And there are laws, human, and divine, the 
penalties of which, aregreat reſtraints to this pernicious 
evil. Mens conſciences tell them, this is a mean ſordid 


low men: and to the holy, juſt, eternal wrath of al. 
mighty God. Theſe conſiderations are great reſtraints 


may ſee inftances, of ſingle perſons, and of united bo- 
dies, among men, exerciſing much of this affection, 
in ſeeking the miſery and deſtruction of each other, 
Envy, malice, revenge, covetouſneſs, luſt of wer, op- 
preſſion, unrighteouſneſs, and inhumanity, are; the na- 
tural effects of this vile affection -I ſhall cloſe the ſub- 
je& with a tew remarks, ne” 
27 r I. Self- love, 


* 
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1. Self-love, in its unreſtrained exerciſe, wotild tene 


Peer creatures completely miſerable without the inflicti- 
cba of any other puniſhment. This principle though ix 

pal concradicts reaſon, yet it doth not „ e : and 

ha | 


althoꝰ it ee and conſcience, yet it can't 
wholly extingviſ em. And perſons in the exerciſe 
of reaſon, Know,-their real@h and conſciences teſtify a- 
gainſt them, and declare to them, that they are acting 
an unſuitable, a very umuſtifiable part. Such perſons 


mi ere ſenſible, that if others could fee their hearts and 
p ould know from hat motives and views their actiond | 
tho proceed, they ſhould? be deſpiſed. As they caze no- 


thing for others welfare, ſo they juſtly deſerve no regard 
from others, they are conſcious to themſelves that they 

ally delerve contempt, (or might be if they would at- 
aul tend to their Own nag as thy ſome times do) for act- 
ing trom ſuch low and ſordid motiyes : this leads them 
non to the practice of continual-hypocracy. They endea- 
7or to hide, and cover over, their own actions, to form 
ome fair pretext for their conduct, they would fam 
ake others believe, that they act with noble views, and 
jou rom diſintereſted motives : ſuch perſons act a conſtant - 


rdig]{Wcene ot ſelf-contradiction. Some may endeavour to juſ- 
hefty themicives, trom this perſuaſion, that all men ac 
fal, rom the fame principle ; yet, they feel a contempt to- 


inn ards others, tor thus doing, and know, they deſerve. 
ontempt themſelves. Such perſons can have no true 
bo. Peace in this wortd. There is no peace ſaith the Lord, to 
ion, Me Wicked. ,, As this principle is itſelf amazingly ſtupid, 
„it tends to ſtupedity. In a dead ſtupidity, perſons 

ay for a ſeaſon, enjoy a kind of negative peace: but 
na- is ſtate of ſtupidity will laſt but a little while, men 
an't play the fool, and divert themſelves, or others, long 
tre: they will ſoon come to a ſtate, where they ca 
owe on no vail of hypuccacy, Bor any longer remain 
1 x Rupid z* 


the moſt 
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"Gi they will then „ - aha Get | 
others, in 5 own trye characters. Wheh men cor 
to the world of unimbedicd ſpirits, and open their eye 
in the c 1 2 he of the N ſeat. of God whe 
po nents of. their hearts ſhall be lai 
0 they WI ee, e e never cared fo 
E but themſelves es but have hated al that og 
Fs them, even, God himlelf ; fo, they Win ſee.) 
elves deſpiſed by all, God: abbors them now, and wil 
then 1255 manifeſt his abhortence to them. All ine 
gent creatures, good, and badywill abhor them, 
they have cared fo the welfare'of none: but themſelvel 
ſo, no one will then care for them, The ſelfiſh { 
will then be ſtung with the tormenting reflection th 
ben folly, and with a preſent ſenſe of hating all oth 
ings, and of being hated by all, 1 Whg 
pain! what excruciating pain ! 105 ſuch a ſtate gin 
to a rational mind, no longer ſtupid, but all awake, and 
fully ſenſible of its 3 and that this will be it 
Gruation, not for a year, or ro An age, but th 


When others in pain, Bi deftreſs, in 
want, came to theſe perſons tor relief, they 10 2 
ing of their del.reſs, neither would they give them an 
aſſiſtance, Now they may be in pain, they may pray 
and cry, for relief: but no ear will be open to their cry, 
no eye will pity them, no heart will feel for them, not 
will any one afford them relief: ſee Prov, 1. 28, to the 
31. Then ſhall they call upon me, but I will not anſwer 


they fhall ſee me early, but they ſhall nat find mt for tha 1 
they hated knowſedge, and not chooſe. the fe ear of Ii pin 
_ LORD. They would none of my counſel: bo e 
m reproof. T herefare ſhall they eat 6 „ hn * 


own way, and be filled with their own ont This wil 
— in 750 he fal * 9 i. me” 
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2. Men 2% a very inconſiſtent Dart 1 ; 
themſelves, or, in practiſing that which they cbndemn 
others. Tou will. rarely find che perſon, who Goth | 
x cry out againſt and-condemn others, for {elfiflanelsy | 
he covetous cares fornabodiesincrereſt > 
ut his owl, #8 ie allowed up in thelovenfgain, as 3 
9 do that, Which in the view A gthers, is manifest in- 
tice, and cruelty, and yet can he made ſenſibie of” it” 
ch a perſon will be univerſal condemned, And * 
2 condemned by one iuiſt te himſelf, as by Ay os 
; provided, the perſons ſelkfhneb runs in a 
rent channel. The c tous mah, and tleprodigal, . 
ax be equally ſelfiſh; and/equally Tiberaly in r i 
5 of each other, © Wbeg we ſee men wilnpg to 3 
blick good, to (Er private intepeiſt, — +1 
one ihe ver Rberal in his pres of ſucks - . 
"ug a: al we art honeſt in ſo doing, for men hätt ane 
diſpoſition in every body but chemſelves. Bot i. 
ole who thus reproach. their neighbour, his pp. 
iy, and they will do, perhaps, juſb the ſame dig as 
ill not ſee, neither can they be made to ſce the ei % 
d doing. This principle is amazingly blind 10 iel. 
t tends to cover ovet our on actions, With a thick” "I 
iſt, ſo that we can't diſcern them in their tr ihre, 
\Itho' we may ſee fo much evil in our,own ſelfifhnels; 
s that feaſon, and conſeience, will condemn vs yer we 
jon't ſee the action to be ſo bad in ourſelves. as thefame 
ction appears to be in others. There is a deceirfulneſs  - 
n ſin, 9 to itſelf. The heart is deceitfut above a > 
lings, and defperstely Wicked: who can A, t. Man- 
ind, in general, {ce no very great evil in lovipg them 
| er more than God and al intelligent beings. Hence 
fiſech che great difficulty of perfuading cen, chat the, 
re ſo totally depraved, as the ſeriptures of truth arpre- * 
at them to be, Ae Far BA in nien their n 
A V 9 e e 
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3. This ſubject may lead us to look up to the ſouꝶ 
bl all our publick diſtrefſes, fo far as men have any it 
ſtrumental influence in them. It has been hinted, th 
ſelfiſhneſs leads men to oppreſſion, extortion, and ini 

| manity : thaFir makes them inſenfible to the diſtre(li;. 
and miſeries of others. This when it takes place, hf 
the ſame influence on publick bodies, as upon ingixic 
als. We may ſee ſtates Which have grown up to A 
height of power, influence, and authority; who have 
various means, heaped up to themſelves great wealth 
vainly puftcd up with a fond conceit of their own poy 


4 De P, 
er, and importance. We ay fee ſuch a ſtate, imago 
| ing itſe at the bead of um vi al empire, aſſuming the pp 
—— tog a ot the moſt bigh ; and paſſing a publick gel; 
1 ctrce, that it hath a right to make laws to bind million; + 
4 in all caſes whatſoever.” Even when the perſons to HHN 
pound, neither have, nor can have, any repreſentation a 
if or influence at all, in making thoſe Jaws. We may («lM e 
1 - fuch a ſtate, upon being denied unconditional ſubmiſſ « 
{ olf to ſuch laws z dead to reaſon, to righteouſnefs, and ij g 
| all the feclings of humanity, riſing up, in dreadful wr 
1 and indignation, as being inſufferably abuſed and in a 
M ſulted > fee them, ſpending their wealth, denying them b 
18 el ves eatc, exerting all their force and ſtrength, in a vel ; 
* -- - xy doubtful and precarious contęſt: in which, thou. [ 
1188 ſands and thouſands of lives muſt be loſt, and perhaps, | 
1 empire itielt, at laſt ſink under the burden : ſee then 
. ſpreading fire and ſword, deſolation and death, eve 
| kind of milcry, and deſtreſs, in their power, among ther 
1 fellow men: Yea, among their own brethren and friends 
| ſce them, exerciſing the moſt amazing cruelty, and ba- 
_ barity, upon thoſe who are nearly connected with them 
. - . and aked to them in blood, in every endearing bond: 
1 but intereſts being once ſeperated, and ſelfiſnneſs ha 
ing an opportunity, and ſome plauſable pretence to gu 
5 tity itſeſt, they looſe all former affection, and act che p 6 
„ bes quot cruel and ſavage cen. Fut 
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re Further than all this. We may ſee thoſe of the ſame 
Ich gdoontry, of the ſame ſtare, of the ſame town, of the ſame 
eighbourhoud, of the ſame family, who ſprang fromthe 
fame tather, al the ſame breaſts, Mbruing their 
hands ins Blood Father againſt ſon, ſon „ 
zainſt father, brother againſt | 

exerciſing deadly hate. Ho 


a 
92 - 


—ſhocking—lſcene.! 


know the ſorrowful truth, by agg? and certain informa» 
tion? and all this from ſcifiſhnels; on one, or both ſides. 


ure, their own private intereſt to be here, or there. 

Private intereſt ſeperates former friends, and near rela- 
tions: this leads men to ſelf their GOD, their religion, 
their country, their neighbours ; yea, their deareſt rela- 


ſelfilHneis . T heſe things are not imaginary abſtruſe 
ges ſince, in far diſtant countries, for the truth of which, 


are facts done in our Fay, and in our land: they are done 
by the religious people of AMERICA : who kave ſuch 
a name for, and form of godlineſs. From ſuch things, and 
ſuch perſons may we by Ged's grace be turned far away. 
Perſons may, and do, act and tranſact all theſe things, 
and yet not be ſenſible of any, or any great crime, in thus 
dong But, woe unto them that call evil goed, and goed 
evil; that put darkneſs for light, and light jor darkneſs ; 
that put butter for ſweet, and ſweet for bilter. Ma. 5. 20. 
We are practling the ſame things in Kind upon ons- 
another every day. Every one is ſeeking his gain from 


one 15 given to covetouſneſo, and from the prophet evea unio 
ibe prieft every one daaleth faiſly. Jer, 6, 13. Maby who 
; $$. 75 1 have 
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Who would ever believe all this ; did they nor ſee it, o 
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Pcrſons imagining their honor, their wealth, their plea- 


tions: men will ſacrifice every thing in the ume, to _ 
do honor, and pay obedience to the dictates of their oy 4 


culations, they are real facts. Not facts done, many a- 


we muſt depend on hiſtorical repreſentations, No, they 


his quarter. From the leaſt even unto the greateſt, every \. 
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5 * it in thetr power, are exerciſing amazing unrighte. 


_ themſelves great wealth. But, 


5 : 1 15 the molt unreaſonable and exorbitant ſums, for thoſe 
8 Ig things they have to fell co their neighbours and fellow! 
men. Are there not thoſe ? who withhold from tht ne. 


4 
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get what the wiſe man ſaith by the Holy-Ghot ? He that] 


ii ſhalt be bn be head of him that ſelletb it. 
truſteth in bis riches ſhall fall; but the righteous” 2 fou 


iſhgeſs, which to greatly prevails in the 2 day, and 
which makes its appearance, in many inſtance:, among 


open enemies: This threatens the deſtruction of America, 


ed lægions, and veteran bands of m̃ercenaries, Was 


mon, we ſhoutifze a very different face on things; and 


1 


. 
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ouſneſs, and extortion, are grinding the faces of the poor, 
and taking all poſſible advantages from others neceſſ. 
ties, and che peculiar ſtate of the times, to engroſs ty! 
rn wages t 


inte a bag with ole Are there not thole#2-who 
take every opportunityti extort, and oppreſs, in obtains 


ceſſitous, thoſe ſupplies, which they have in their ſtores | 
and. this only in a ſelfiſh. view, that they may obtain ei. 
ther greater, or, more certain profits, than they can now 
have. Hence men, and men profeſſing godlineſs, for. 


aritbholdethtern (or any ane which the neceſſities 
of the people call tor) the people ſhall curſe him ; but ble 


t4 


7 as a branch. Knew ye not that the unrighteous ſhall 
nat inherit the kingdom of God Be not deceived + neither 
thieves, nor cavetous, nor extortioners all inberit the king- * 
dom of Ged. This is a perilous time in deed in which 
wen are lovers of their own ſelves, That ſpirit of ſell. 


all ranks, characters, and profeſſions, of men, has a vc 
ry evil alpeCt : this is more to be dreaded, than all our 


more than the proud navy of Britain, with all her train- 


thete a ſpirit, of virtue, of union, and diſintereſted re- 
gard, for the pull; ck good, d used among all ranks of 


(908 che nielhng of heaven which we might chen wy 
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hee: ch er reaſon to expect, * 4 de m 
bor, pk _ aling ſatisfactiop, with oo 


(and happy concluſion, of the Tos 2 
atural controverſy, in Whick 
But now, things Joo ex. 


ware neccffarily invol 
ceding dark: and ſhould pri 
t ſtill prevail, nothing but X 


ain. 72 
e evereign divine inuerpaſition, e long prevent ray — 
low ble deſtruction That obſery of the prophet, He 


that departeth from: evil maketiWimſelf a prey, is indeed 
oo applicable to the preſent e. There 2 is great dan-, 
ger of the fair temptation N hes before men in the 


Warnings of God's word, _ 


ow Whpreſent day; bat ſuch are W j 
for. That ſuch a temptation will nc excuſe 8 F 
bat N Who * naeh neſs and extortion, grow: ; 
ict ent, at the expence of their 


of neighbours, may read their 
9 5 ion) in the gth of James; G e 
„ep and bowl for your miſeries bat 


u- . | 
al ul come Apen you. Your riches are corrupted, and you. 
ber We orments are-moth eaten. Your gold aud filver is cantered 


ard the ruſt of them ſhall be a 1 8 againſt, you, and 2 

ut your fleſh as it weng ire: Ze have heaped treaſure tag 

ber for the laſt deys. And the cries of lem cobicb Df 

een oppreſſed; are entered into the cars uf the Lond of Sa- 

berth. and 1. Tim. 6.9, 10. But they that will be rich 
all into temptation, and a ſnare, and into many fooliſh aud 
burtful Inffs; kvhich drown men. in deſtruction aud perdition. 

Por the lou f maney'ts the root of all evil: wohich i 
ome coveled*after, they have. erred from the faith, and 


n- 
as ierced theipſe! des through with 11any;forrews. | Brethren, . 
e- ind friends: there is ſomething in the conduct of the 
of Nreſent day, awfülly ſolemn! and dreadful Should N 


d Wo deal With us, as we dgal with one-another and let 
„ WV our ene I. a Rood, 128 " end, a cefulation - 
eee, 
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bee 7 Should our houſes be conſumed, our fields hf 
-, » © waſte, our herds and flocks, be 'atkedoxfccd our ene; 
mies? Our wealth deſtroyed aur ſohs mage. capcives, 
dur wives and daughters raviiied by cruel BA 
ers, before our eycs ? Shana” we be led away; init 

© miſerable captivity, or q Ven into ſome hidden corner 
What could we 8 the divine conduct? God ha 

delt ſo with others. Ad think you, thoſe American 

who have ſuffered the things, were finners above all 

thoſe who dwell in Amica ? I may tell you nay, but 

except ye repent, ye ſhallgghlikewiſe periſh : with a tem- 

pPoral, or ſpiritual, deftruMWon, or both. | 

I. The preſent ſcene offprovidence, tends greatly to 

-  elultrate the ſcripture accoint of man's wickedneſs. We 

read much in the bible, of the pride, envy, malice, rage, 

revenge, cruelty, inhumanit{wunrighteouſneſs, and un. 

godlincis, of mankind in their nagural ftate : That they 

, are hateful, and hating one-anothè H of enmity ant 

murder. Men may preach, and preachi$®eponitheſe to- 

picks from year, to year, and prove from ſcripture, and 

the experience of paſt ages, even to a moral demonſtra- 

tion, that men are wholly depraved, and all to little 

purpoſe, in point of convittion... But God in his pro- 

vidence affording men ſuch opportunities, as the pre- 

ſient, to act out themſclves, gives ſuch ſenſible irreſiſta. 

ble proof, of the entire ſelfiſhn:ſs, and total depravity of 

the human heart, as few are able to reſiſt. 

Many perſons, now appear in a very undeſirable light, 

who, in different circumſtances, might probably have 

lain hid, under a fare character, until death. If we ex- 

amin the conduct of mankind, and attend critically, to 

the natural exercifesof our on hearts, and then compare 

both of theſe with the holy ſcriptures; we ſhall be kd 

to entertain no very exalted ideas of human goodneſs; 

ſo far from conceiving that men are naturally diſpoſed to 

ile exerciſe of virtue, or real holineſs, we ſhall be con- 
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. which is | 


d, and *their cond 
t x: 5 may be — to choſe great and innumera- 


the world of ales Ih 2 9 


* 


he reſtraints, which are laid hn them in the preſent Th 5 7 
am tate. We have no reaſon to think, that any new, and . | 
« all Wvorſ principles, will be infuſed Þ to the hearts of wick- | 
bar ed wen when they leave this Meld, than thoſe which 


hey ber poſſeſſed. - They z Fthen. oft out their own 8 
hearts withour reſtraint, and F appear to be juſt what * 
they really are. In propot Won as as reſtraints are taken 1 
off from men here, in the faq portion, we fee wick - 
ednels of every kind pre and-reigning.”- Wen J 
moſt of thoſe reftraints, the rb the luſts of men, are 


un- 

hey removed, univerſal diſorder, and wild confuſion in- 
.aWtroduced ; perilous ies come on the world, it is d. 8 
10. Wl crou s i ve en tt ie nd, „ even comes = a 
ang Wfzine pfeköre © bells * ? 8 


ir. WM 5. And laſtly. This-ſubje& ſhews us, how cat . 

itte ing deſirable, and of What infinite importance. it is, that 

pro- che benevolent religion of , Jeſus Chriſt, ſhould prevail © © + 

pre- in its divine power-and purity, That the holy ſpirit 

7 ſhould be poured out from on high— That the hearts 

ver of men ſhould be filled with the love of God, and g 
one. ensther Without which, we never ſhall, or can 

he, emoy true peace. Without which, deliverance from 

preſent calamities, would but agravate our guilr, and 

ex. tt us for ſome more awful deſtruftion, than now awaits 

us, Every heart then, that feels intereſted in the cauſe 

re of Chriſt, in the temporal, and eternal peace of ity fel- 

= bos men—will adopt the words of the royal Pſalmiſt. 

: for the peace of Feruſalem : they ſhalt proſper that = 

* Wa, ae 


1 | 


| after or r. at 
. 5. J. * ain 


Z. <q 
* 's 
« * — tm 3. 
* | 
| 4 "is. = | ” * | 
; 6 | n 
5 We + * 
- 


175 | 
D 7 Pra 137 2 i 
4 * bY 


* dr 4613 4 Di" 
3 I: 


